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Extended writing
“The voting age should be reduced to 16.”
Do you agree with this statement?

* Will it help turnout and participation?

Give reasons for your opinion, showing that you have considered another point of view.
You could include the following points in your answer and other information of your own.

+ What arc the rights and responsibilities of a 16-year-old?
» Do their rights and responsibilities justify having a vote?

» Do 16-ycar-olds have enough experience of life and maturity to vote?
= Will it make government more representative of the population?
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Distinguish between two different (5 marks)

1

types of democracy.

Possible answers

Good answer:

In a direct democracy, political decisions on all major issues are made directly by all quafified
citizens, as in the ancient Greek city-states. However, even there, women and slaves were
not allowed to participate: and it is often argued that this system is not feasible in large,
modern states, Therefore most socleties today have a system of indirect or representative
democracy, where representatives are elected to govern on behalf of the voters — that is, to
reflect the voters’ views, interests and/or social background. This may be a pluralist system
— that is, multi-party {e.g. the UK) or single-party (e.g. the former USSR}, but it is inevitably
oligarchic or elitist.

Weak answer:
Direct democracy is where people do it themselves, whereas with indirect democracy other
people do it for them, which isn't really demacratic at all.

Weak answer:

In direct demacracy, everyone votes for everything, like in Ancient Greece, though actually
women and slaves didn't, so it wasn't really very democratic, and anyway I0's not possible
in big, complicated societies, whereas in Greece it was only in small cities, so it doesn't really
happen now except in some African tribes, and referenda like on the EU in 1975 are a bit
like direct democracy. Instead voters vote for representatives to represent them, i.e. ingi-
rect, usually in a party system like the UK's bwo-party system which |s called pluralist, or the
old Soviet Union's one-party system which isn't democratic anyway, but anyway only a few
people are doing the ruling, which is cligarchy.

Say why each of the above examples is good or bad. If you were the examiner, how many
marks (out of 5) would you give to each one? (For the answers, see page 176.)
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