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In the absence of well-defined and demanding standards, education in the
United States has gravitated toward de facto national minimum expectations,
with curricula focusing on low-level reading and arithmetic skills and on
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small amounts of factual material in other content areas. Most current
assessment methods reinforce the emphasis on these low-level skills and
processing bits of information rather than on problem solving and critical
thinking. (NCEST, 1992, p.i)
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J

&, 8ot ¥ #HRH" SOIACH (HZE 2, 1996, p.76)
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g glley, Zg|xzyol FH-AtEtHHHEHUCSB)AA AlS-sh=

= EEA0A 19969 w43 ooA9 S degY I V5S FHe
UM oFFfe] SolA = & ROl AHHLDQolA FHoE HEAY AFFH7
Sl £0]9] o] FHLS TSt standardsPS F&HS| & 5 AU

At the second summit, here in Palisades 3 1/2 years ago, we supported the
idea that every State should set standards. At this third summit | hope we
will embrace with equal fervor the idea of accountability, for only by holding
educators, schools, students, and ourselves accountable for meeting the
standards we have set will we reach the goals we seek. (William J. Clinton,
Remarks at the Nation Education Summit in Palisades, New York, 1999. 9.
30.)
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